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ANNUAL REPORT - 2008  

For the thirteen month period ending 31st Ju]y 2008.
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1.
An Overview.
The ‘BIG’ achievements that our committed voluntary endeavours have produced, even without a single administrative member of staff or clerical helper, are inspirational equally for every one of us at and behind IDIRIYA.  The two goals that were identified for this year as of National importance and as KEY Milestones in our FIVE YER PLAN, I am pleased to report, have been reached to a degree beyond all expectations. 
2.      Significant achievements.

2.1
Goal No.(1): To generate adequate funds towards our own ‘Financial Stability’, without being under obligation or added burden to any source. The target set:  To achieve SL Rupees 800,000/- by 30th June 2008.

Background to this thinking: Although many Organisations have already benefited from our competent voluntary services, IDIRIYA continues to receive no outside funding from any source. We have been kept functioning actively over the past two years and, as reported in my previous two annual reports, achieved a series of impressive results, ONLY by virtue of voluntary contributions of time and resources, mainly by our members. We need to continue our esteemed work of National importance, more fruitfully. However, we can no longer continue in this manner without hindering our progress.

Results achieved: A net profit of SL Rupees 8,45,246.00 which has already been invested on ‘expert advice’ in Government Treasury Bills over a six month period generating further income. The best course of action for its optimum use will be identified at the next General Membership meeting.

We place on record our deep gratitude to the following persons for their active support, with great commitment, in response to our fervent appeal 
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towards resurrecting financially  ‘Our Organisation’ in this somewhat      ‘DO or DIE’ Humanitarian Mission. IDIRIYA will ever remain greatly indebted to the cheerful manner in which they readily rallied round in giving unhesitatingly their TIME and MIND to generate funds, in spite of being EXTREMELY BUSY with heavy commitments.  

Mr. Rajkumar Karuneiratnam  -  Rs. 97,446.00 

A  Founder Member from South Australia  -  Rs. 90,000.00

Mr. S. Skandakumar  -  Rs. 65,000.00 
Dr. Fred Perera  -  Rs. 50,000.00 
Mr. Don Kuruppu  -  Rs. 20,000.00    and

Dr. Ajith C. S. Perera  -  Rs. 502,800.00 
No doubt it is their enormous inputs that have enabled IDIRIYA to record this ‘Big Achievement’.

2.2
Goal No.(2) : To publish a high quality book, to mark our third anniversary  on Accessibility to Built Environments, , as a consciousness raising ‘eye opener’, distributed FREE-of-CHARGE, as another of IDIRIYA’s community service initiatives. 

Targets achieved here include:  To make this book (i). Informative and educative in nature, containing articles about several key aspects of this subject.  (ii). Useful, especially for businessmen, investors, property developers, professionals, politicians and ALL others, offering numerous insights and thereby stimulating interest in this subject as of ‘National importance’. (iii). Open minds of ‘Decision Makers’ to recognise this issue as an ‘ACT of JUSTICE’ and an INVESTMENT to make a positive change to Human Life and a ‘Win - Win’ game for EVERYONE. (iv). Free-of Technical-Jargon, especially in view of (iii) above. (v). An EFFECTIVE MEANS to achieve GOAL No: (1). (vi). Printing and Launching, totally-free of any financial burden on IDIRIYA Funds.  As there are NO joining fees or any other monetary inputs by members such as subscriptions, etc., considering it as a ‘once-a-lifetime opportunity’ for them, Members and Supporters to be encouraged, BUT without being under any obligation, to contribute so as to enable us to achieve Goal No: (2).  
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Results achieved: Achieved Goal No:(2) and ALL Six Targets by 31st MAY

We place on record our deep gratitude to the following MEMBERS for their Financial support that enabled us to achieve TARGET (vi) above.
From PERSONAL  Funds

Mr. Sabry Ibrahim  -  Rs. 25,000.00 
Mr. Asoka Jayawardane  -  Rs. 25,000.00 
Mr. S. Skandakumar  -  Rs. 25,000.00 
Dr. Fred Perera -  Rs. 25,000.00    

Mr. Anura Serasingha -  Rs. 20,000.00 
Professor Wilfred Perera -  Rs. 10,000.00 
Dr. Tissa  and Mrs. Theera Fernando -  Rs. 10,000.00
Funds generated from Personal ENDEAVOURS.
Mr. S. Skandakumar  -  Rs. 30,000.00 
Dr. Fred Perera -  Rs. 20,000.00
Mr. Priyan N. Fernando  -  Rs. 15,865.00
Dr. Ajith C. S. Perera -  Rs. 70,000.00  

Very special words of thanks  are also due to:

Mr. Keir Hopley  -  For unhesitating assistance and wise counsel.
Mr. Joseph Grimberg  -  For continuous encouragement with empathy.

Mr. Ranjan Abayasekara  -  For thoughtful wise counsel.

Dr. Martin Nicholas  -  For literary inputs & introducing 2 great writers.
The business organisations, over forty in number  -  For the MANNER in which they responded positively to our appeal, more than the Money contributed, in joining hands with us to MAKE this goal a ‘Big’ reality. Generating such support is certainly another significant achievement for us in several ways.  
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None of these significant achievements by an Organisation like us, could have happened without my forward planning done with much foresight, extra-ordinary effort with total devotion, putting in an enormous amount of time ‘earned’ in working voluntarily with utmost commitment often well past mid-night over six continuous long months and showing an abundance of patience when things were not moving properly forward as expected, that too whilst I fight silently a daunting daily battle against my own paraplegia related multiple issues. 

Physical and Mental inputs have gone simultaneously into three different and vast ranges of activities, viz., (a). Generating Funds and Support (b). Compiling and Printing a high quality book and (c). Organising a fitting book launch as part of a big awareness programme, are indeed incalculable in value. 

2.3
Awareness Programme on 28th May.

It was an evening when again the Crystal Room at Hotel Taj Samudra was packed with a distinguished gathering of chief executives of many business establishments and professional bodies, 127 in total - people who are the important decision makers here. Given its far reaching importance, they committed their valuable time to attend this important two hour awareness programme entitled exactly as the book: ‘ACCESS ABILITY FOR ALL - WHY YOU?’  
Feedback received confirms that at the end they were richly rewarded and returned home ‘winners’ with changed perceptions about ‘Accessibility at Built Environments’, towards the betterment of themselves and society.

2.4
 Image Building  for  IDIRIYA and our endeavours.

2.4.1   Several articles written by the Secretary-General and some reputed journalists were published with much prominence in many local Newspapers. 

2.4.2   1:1 Communication we have had with the Chief Executives of over one hundred business organisations as part of our pre and post activities concerned with (2.1) and (2.2) above, we soon realised, were also excellent opportunities here. 
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2.5
Access Ability For All. - Achieved through our Initiatives.
2.5.1  A common accessible pathway was designed and constructed based on ‘Universal Design’ at the Urban Development Ministry and its Authority’s head-office at its building complex at Battaramulla.

2.5.2  Airport Garden Hotel Seeduwa became only the SECOND HOTEL in Colombo District to establish, with our expertise, a Room with an attached toilet and wash facilities that are TRULY, ‘Enabling for Everyone Equally’. Furthermore, their outdoor environments were also empathetically modified to meet well this humanitarian necessity.

2.5.3   Taj Samudra Hotel improved ACCESS at its front entrance and at its ‘Golden Pond’ reception hall.

3.   
Thank You very much.

Last not least, I very sincerely thank our membership and supporters for the co-operation lent to me with understanding with empathy, without which IDIRIYA would not have been able successfully to complete these significant achievements. The periodic E-mails I received from overseas members are deeply appreciated for the inspiration and moral support they have given me to continue my daunting multi-duty tasks. 

I anticipate everyone’s active support and commitment to all our endeavours during the coming year, which shall be much challenging to us all.

For  and  on behalf of  IDIRIYA,

AJITH C. S. PERERA

Secretary - General

20th September 2008







